DELIVERING A MESSAGE OF PRACE

From near and far they came to honor Groton family lost on 9/11

By Andrea Gregory
Sun Correspondent

ROTON — Lee Hanson
was on the phone with

his son, Peter, just before [

nited Flight 175
crashed into the World
Trade Center.

“He said, ‘I think they are going to
crash us into a building. Don’t worry,
Dad. It will be quick,’” Lee Hanson
said yesterday, remembering his son’s
last words. “All of a sudden we were cut
off. T looked up and saw the plane crash
into the building” on the television.

Peter Hanson of Groton, his wife,
Sue Kim, and their 2-year-old daughter,
Christine, were killed on Sept. 11, 2001.

Lee Hanson shared his story with
local residents at Groton-Dunstable
Middle School yesterday. A parade of
emergency-response crews from New
York traveled down Main Street.

Amemorial was held to remember the

“Hanson family and mark the playground

—

5 plaque with Christine’s image.

“We can’t save other people’s chil-

" dren, other people’s lives without

| peacein our hearts,” Lee Hanson said.

The Hanson family of Groton —
Peter, Sue Kim and their 2-year-old
daughter, Christine — were among
2,973 to lose their lives in the

terrorist attacks. -

behind Groton Public Library, Christine’s
Playground, where the youngest person
to die on Sept. 11 once played.

The playground will soon have a
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“There is so much emotion. I tend to

| cry alittle bit.”

Hanson said he still has the sorrow
of his loss. He and his wife, Eunice,

| traveled from their Connecticut home
| to Groton for a school project aimed at

spreading peace.

With the guidance of middle-school
teacher Betsy Sawyer, students set out
to beat a world record. It is called the
“Big Book: Pages for Peace Project” and
they have been collecting letters about
peace from around the world. The
newest addition is about 100 letters from
first-responders to the Sept. 11 attacks.
Several firefighters and police officers
hand-delivered the letters, and shared
their experiences and ideas on peace.

“What we are learning on this jour-
ney is so much bigger than the book
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